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GULF COAST BOAT BUILDER PASSES ACCEPTANCE TRIALS FOR  
 
ENHANCED SPECIAL OPERATIONS CRAFT  
 
 
(Gulfport, MS) 
 
 
 
         This week United States Marine, Inc. (USMI), a small business in Gulfport, MS that  
 
designs and builds fast patrol craft for the U.S. military and other navies, successfully  
 
performed sea trials on its enhanced 90 foot Mark V 9MKV) special operations craft  
 
constructed using advanced composite building materials. The acceptance trials pave the  
 
way for this first vessel, of a three boat order, to be delivered to the Sultanate of Oman as  
 
part of the Navy’s Foreign Military Sales Program.  “The MKV’s success in sea trials  
 
allows the boats to be delivered within six months to the Sultanate of Oman to serve in  
 
the fight against narcotics used to fund terrorism,” reported John Dane III, Chairman of  
 
USMI.   
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          These successful acceptance trials for USMI come in the wake of a public  
 
announcement by Maine Marine Manufacturing of a government-funded experimental  
 
craft designed to compete with USMI to replace the Mark V design.  USMI has filed a  
 
$63 million lawsuit against the U.S. Navy, alleging that it illegally transferred USMI’s  
 
proprietary X-TRA FAST PATROL BOAT (XFPB) design to Hodgdon Yachts, Inc., the  
 
parent company of Maine Marine Manufacturing.  
 
   
 
          USMI is the recognized designer of the current fleet of Mark V craft operated by the  
 
Special Operations Command and is the premier builder of high-performance, special mission   
 
capable boats for military and other agency use.  The company also produces the Special  
 
Operations Craft Riverine (SOC-R) and the Naval Special Warfare Rigid Inflatable Boats (NSW  
 
RIBs) that have seen extensive use by the U.S. special operations forces in the Global War on  
 
Terrorism.  Elements of USMI’s earlier XFPB hull design are incorporated in the production of  
 
all three vessel designs.   
 
 
 
          “The Navy has used federal funds to wrongfully use USMI’s proprietary boat  
 
design to subsidize our competition,” stated Dane.   He continued, “The experimental  
 
program was not necessary.   USMI had already enhanced its earlier Kevlar Mark V and  
 
the new craft has been clocked in excess of 60 miles per hour.  Our design has foam core  
 
construction with added layers of reinforced Kevlar composite material on both the inner  
 
and outer skins of the craft.   While the Office of Naval Research (ONR) is funding the  
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experimental project in Maine at a new “start-up” company with our proprietary design,  
 
USMI has already established a complete production line for an enhanced composite  
 
MKV craft funded by another Navy program.” 
 
 
 
          The Office of Naval Research experimental project in Maine received  
 
approximately $14 million in federal funds through “earmarks” to build this one craft as  
 
spelled out in the Hodgdon press release.  This program is quite wasteful since USMI is  
 
delivering its enhanced 90 foot Mark V composite craft to the Navy for roughly $8  
 
million a boat.   “We could have built two enhanced composite MKV’s for the Special  
 
Operations Command with the funds ONR is using for its one similar experimental  
 
craft,” Dane stated when apprised of the apparent duplication in the two Navy programs.    
 
“ONR is forcing us to compete against OUR OWN vessel design when the Navy finally  
 
decided to replace the Mark V’s,” he added.  “United States Marine delivers not only  
 
boats, but also full documentation, integrated logistical support, Tiger Team Support  
 
Worldwide, familiarization and maintenance training. We are committed to providing  
 
complete customer support for the lifetime of our boats, from cradle to grave.” 
 
 
 
          USMI employs 200 people and is headquartered in Gulfport, MS, with operations also in  
 
New Orleans, LA.  USMI’s primary facilities were destroyed by Hurricane Katrina causing the  
 
company to open a new boat building facility in Gulfport over two years ago while rebuilding a  
 
New Orleans presence. The successful sea trials of this new craft prove how successful the  
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company has been to rebuild and keep its commitments to the U.S. military for state-of-the-art  
 
patrol craft.  Additionally, in 1998, USMI was part of the NSW RIB Team that received the  
 
distinguished David Packard Excellence in Acquisition Award from the Department of Defense. 
 
For more information on USMI’s company and vessels , please visit the web site at  
 
www.usmi.com. 
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Cutline:  USMI’s enhanced 90 foot XFPB during sea trials 
 

 


